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Wa t s o n v i l l e K i c k s O ff
Sesquicentennial Celebration
The City of Watsonville is gearing up to
commemorate an important City milestone –
the sesquicentennial celebration. On March
30, 1868, the California State Legislature
approved a request to incorporate Rancho
Bolsa del Pajaro into the Town of Watsonville.
This year marks the 150th anniversary of
that incorporation.
There is a great deal of enthusiasm and
excitement around the celebration of the
City’s 150th. Thanks to the assistance of many
community members, organizations and
local businesses we have a variety of events
planned throughout the year to celebrate
the rich history, traditions and cultures of
Watsonville. A memorable birthday cake
and community celebration will take
place on Friday, March 30th, 2018 at
the City Plaza. The event will feature
music, special guests, activities and
a giant birthday cake for all.
As part of this milestone celebration, we have
created a commemorative website where the
City will feature historical photos, stories
and videos. The main purpose of this website
(www.Watsonville150.org) is to highlight

important locations, events and people who
made and are making Watsonville’s history.
The website will also have a dedicated page
with a master calendar, where you can find
information on upcoming events taking place
in our community in 2018. There you will
also find photos taken during these events
where we hope people in the future can look
back to, just as we look back at photos taken
throughout our city’s history.
You can help us build the content
of this historic site by sharing your photos
and stories. We look forward to showcasing
your stories and experiences on what it was
like growing up in Watsonville. If you have
photos or stories you would like to share
and have featured on our website please
email them to:
watsonville150@cityofwatsonville.org
The City has also set up an Instagram account
(@watsonville150) where you can get
a quick glimpse at our City’s history. All
members of the community are invited to
attend and participate in the activities that
will be taking place in 2018.

Did you Know?

Watsonville got its name from a man named
John Howard Watson. In 1851 he arrived
to Bolsa de Pajaro where he claimed to own
a portion of the land. The under-sheriff at
that time described the location as
“Watson-ville” and the name stuck.
Questions or comments contact: Tamara Vides, Editor at 768-3034

New Freedom Library Hours
The Freedom Branch hours on
Monday and Saturday have changed.
Mondays: 2 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Tues-Thurs: 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Fridays: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Engineers
Week
February 18-24
Join us to celebrate Engineers’ Week
by participating in the 15th Annual
Egg Drop.
Thursday, February 22nd, 2018
Registration begins at 4:00 pm.
(Alley between the Civic Plaza
Building and the Post Office)
For more information call
(831) 768-3117

Watsonville Nature Center
Come learn about the conservation
and rebate programs available to all
City of Watsonville water customers.
Watsonville Nature Center located at
30 Harkins Slough Rd.
Saturdays & Sundays – 11am - 4 pm

Nature & birding walk
Sundays - 1:30 pm
For more information:
(831) 768-1622.
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16th Annual Cesar E. Chavez
Community Awards
Watsonville Parks and Community
Services Department is currently
accepting nominations for the 16th
Annual Cesar E. Chavez Community
Awards.

Every year in early February countries
from around the planet celebrate World
Wetlands Day and raise public awareness
about the importance of this ecosystem.

Watsonville’s wetlands are one of the
largest freshwater marshes remaining
along the Central Coast, creating homes for
more than 220 species of birds, plants, and
mammals. We are lucky to have this
remarkable backyard beauty to explore
and enjoy, and February is a perfect time
to view winter waterfowl.
Wetlands create crucial wildlife habitat
including resting and feeding grounds for
migratory birds, and safe nurseries for
baby plants, fish, and frogs. The benefits
wetlands provide to our health and
safety are many, such as helping to prevent
floods, soaking up and storing water,
and naturally filtering urban run-off that
enters our storm drain system.

The City of Watsonville and the
Wetlands Watch invite you to show your
appreciation for this diverse environment
by participating at our native planting
celebration at this year’s World Wetlands
Day.
Join us in the global effort and become
one of thousands of volunteers that
take action to preserve and restore our
precious wetlands.
Watsonville Nature Center
30 Harkins Slough Rd
Saturday, February 3rd
from 10 am - 12 pm
No registration is required. All activities
are free. Snacks, beverages, and tools will
be provided. Bring your whole family!
For more information please contact the
Nature Center at: (831) 768-1622

Get Signed Up For Emergency Notifications
Awareness is Preparedness
Are you connected to the latest
information during an emergency in
your area?

For more emergency preparedness tips
and resources visit Santa Cruz County
Disaster Preparedness at:

Did you know that unlike landlines, cellular
and VIOP (often provided through cable
providers) phones do not automatically
receive urgent emergency notifications.

www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/
Departments/EmergencyServices/
DisasterPreparedness.aspx

To receive notifications and make sure
you and your family are safe and
informed, download the Code Red app
from the Apple App Store or Google
Play Store.

www.scr911.org

Communication is crucial to the safety of
all residents and businesses. You can also
subscribe to Nixle to stay informed
and receive text messages about
local emergencies.

To nominate an individual for
recognition, submit a nomination
form and a photo of the nominee by
Friday, February 23,2018.
Applications may be sent to:
Parks and Community Services,
Attn: Imelda Negrete,
231 Union Street, Watsonville CA 95076
or faxed to (831) 763-4078
Late submissions will not be accepted

City Council 2018

Mayor
Lowell Hurst - District 3
831-768-3003
Mayor Pro Tempore
Jimmy Dutra - District 4
831-768-3004
Felipe Hernandez - District 1
831-768-3001
Oscar Rios - District 2
831-768-3002
Rebecca J. Garcia - District 5
831-768-3005
Trina Coffman-Gomez - District 6
831-768-3006
Dr. Nancy A. Bilicich - District 7
831-768-3007
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Celebrating the Wild World of Wetlands Native Planting Day on February 3rd

The annual award recognizes seven
community members for their dedicated community work & activism
that exemplifies & promotes the
values of community involvement,
volunteerism & non-violent conflict
resolution, all values espoused by
Cesar E. Chavez.

CITY DIRECTORY

Police/Fire (Non-Emergency) 471-1151

Police (Archives)

768-3370

City Manager

768-3010

Library (Main Branch)

768-3400

Parks & Community Services 768-3240
Permits

768-3050

Water/Garbage

768-3133

To sign up for Nixle Alerts:
Text your Zipcode to 888777

Watsonville

A COMMUNITY OF OPPORTUNITIES
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