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KEEPING UP WITH
WATSONVILLE

2018 marks the Sesquicentennial anniversary of Watsonville’s incorporation on March 30th, 1868.
Over these last 150 years, Watsonville has seen many changes and experienced much growth.
Throughout our City’s history, many groups and individuals have worked together to build and
shape our community. For example, a large portion of our historic City Plaza was donated by
Sebastian Rodriguez and his family in 1860. Soon after, the community of our newly established
City started a movement to beautify our City’s center. The Native Daughters of the Golden West
were an integral part of transforming the plaza, removing and burning the eucalyptus stumps
and bringing in 800 loads of sand from the Pajaro River to flatten out the Plaza. During this same
time, the Pajaronian newspaper wanted a fountain to be part of our Plaza and they were able to
get the Butterfly Social Club to donate the fountain to the City of Watsonville. Charles Ford’s
family donated $400 to help fund many of the improvements in 1890.
By the turn of the 20th century, Watsonville was becoming one of the most important locations
for apple production in the United States. The community rallied together to fund the new
bandstand, which was built in the center of the Plaza by Granite Rock for $1,590. By 1909,
Watsonville held the title as largest Apple Annual event worldwide. Thousands of people from
all over the country and world rushed to Watsonville to experience our culture, activities and
festivities that celebrated this community’s rich and vibrant apple industry.
In keeping with our 150 years of community building, what better way to celebrate than a
birthday party at our Historical City Plaza on March 30th? We will have live music, cake and
special activities for the whole community to enjoy. Many other events are planned throughout
the year, such as a Wine Beer and Art Walk, a community concert and a time capsule event.
If you’re interested in helping to support this year of celebration, fundraising efforts are underway
including the “150 Club”, that provides an opportunity for community members and families to
donate $150 dollars to help fund the festivities. The funds raised through this campaign will be
used to fund the birthday celebration, the time capsule and special homecoming concert by Andy
Vargas - the lead vocalist for the Legendary Rock Band Santana. Community members who wish
to participate in the “150 Club” will have their family portrait placed in a commemorative book
that will be saved in the time capsule and will receive a limited edition commemorative
sesquicentennial coin.
A special website and Instagram account were created to share memories, historical photos, and
celebrate 150 years of what makes Watsonville so special. If you have any stories, photos or videos
that you’d like to share, we encourage you to
email them to us. We look forward to sharing
your memories and we invite you to be part of
history and celebrate with us.

Spring Break Fun 2018

Bring the kids and join us for Live
Reptiles, Feathered Fun and Wetland
Trail Adventures! All activities are free
and all ages are welcome. Children must
be accompanied by an adult.
Where: Watsonville Nature Center
(30 Harkins Slough Rd)

When:  April 3, 4, & 5

(Tuesday - Thursday) 12:00pm - 3:00pm

For more information call
831-768- 1622

16th Annual

Cesar E. Chavez Community
Awards Volunteer Recognition

16th Annual Cesar E. Chavez
Community Awards on Thursday,
March 22, 2018 from 6:00p.m. to
8:00p.m. at the Civic Plaza Community
Room, 275 Main Street, Fourth Floor.
For additional information
regarding this event, please
contact:
Imelda Negrete (831) 728-6084

imelda.negrete@cityofwatsonville.org

If you have any questions regarding any
of the Watsonville 150 Celebrations or
fundraising opportunities you can contact us:
(831) 768-3010
watsonville150@cityofwatsonville.org

Did you Know?

See you at the City Plaza on March 30th,
2018 at 5:30pm to Celebrate the City we
are all proud of being a part of today!

It took 6 months for the Lettunich building
to be constructed. The building was built in
1914 and designed by William H. Weeks.

Cesar Sanchez and J.J. Rocha install our new
banners on Main Street

Questions or comments contact: Tamara Vides, Editor at 768-3034
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will be replaced. A much desired new
crosswalk
with
flashing
beacon
pedestrian signs will be installed near
Safeway, as well as a new refuge island
providing a safe waiting area for more
time to cross if needed.

The City of Watsonville’s Engineering
Division is excited to begin improvements
on Airport Boulevard as part of a larger
vision for traffic, bike, and pedestrian
safety. Most of the project costs will be
covered by grants the City received
through the Highway Safety Improvement
Program and the State Transportation
Improvement
Program
with
the
remaining portion paid by the City’s
Gas Tax funds. Thanks to this funding,
this project will help address current
pedestrian and motorist safety issues from
Freedom Blvd. to near Corralitos Creek.
Starting this April, Airport Blvd. will
be reconstructed and repaved. Existing
sidewalk, driveways and curb ramps

Projects like these support Watsonville’s
road maintenance and street improvement goals of creating a safer and more
efficient community. Residents can also do
their part to stay safe by paying attention
and not texting while driving or crossing
streets; and by obeying signals and using
crosswalks.
For more information contact:
Natalie Diaz,
Public Works & Utilities
Department at (831) 768-3116.

It’s compost time!

The City now has a composting program
for residents who want to compost at home.
Composting is easy and beneficial to our
environment; it helps save money, water,
and other resources. Residents can qualify
for a compost bin by following these steps:
1. Attend a 15-minute drop-in workshop at the City’s Nature Center on any Saturday
from 11:00am - 4:00pm to learn how to compost properly.
2. Mail or drop-off your signed workshop voucher as proof to the City’s Customer
Service office along with $10 to order your new compost bin.
3. Compost bin will be delivered within a few days after the order is placed
4. Start composting! If you need help, visit or call the Nature Center.

Yard waste is equally important yet separate from your home’s compost. If you are using
the City’s yard waste collection service, please remember that only leaves, branches,
weeds, grasses, and trimmings go inside your cart. Yard waste is processed into mulch,
but becomes unusable when it contains garbage, and must go to the landfill. By following
these guidelines, you can prevent yard waste contamination and a possible fine:
• No recyclables, garbage, or food scraps should go in the yard waste cart.
• Place yard waste directly into cart and do not use plastic bags.
• Animal waste always belongs in the garbage.
The City’s curbside yard
waste collection is free to
residents as long as it is
used properly.

Emergency vehicles driving quickly
down the road with lights flashing and
sirens blaring are responding to
someone’s urgent call for help. When
drivers don’t pull to the right and clear
a path it slows down the response.
Whenever you pull over to the right
side of the road safely and stop. Wait
for the emergency vehicle to pass you
and LOOK before you merge back into
your lane. There may be more behind
that big fire engine!
If the emergency vehicle is coming
towards you in the opposing lane, pull
to the right. They may have to pull
into your lane due to traffic or other
hazards, so give them room.
Whatever you do, DO NOT PANIC.
If you panic and stop in the middle
of an intersection or in the middle of
the road, you are placing yourself in
danger and this can force emergency
personnel to pass on the right which
increases the risk of a crash.
California Vehicle Code 21806.(a)
(1) requires that drives shall yield the
right-of-way and immediately drive
to the right-hand edge or curb of the
highway, clear of any intersection,
stop and remain stopped until the
authorized emergency vehicle has
passed.
What if it were YOU or YOUR family
member they were rushing to help?
Remember, DO the RIGHT thing and
PULL TO THE RIGHT.
YOUR

More Traffic and Safety
Improvements Underway!

On the northside of Airport Blvd., new
sidewalk with curb ramps will be installed.
The existing bus stop will be upgraded
to include a bus pullout and a wheelchair
landing pad. Additionally, the sidewalks
near Freedom Blvd. will be replaced along
with striping and signs throughout that
area. We anticipate all improvements to be
completed this August.

Do the right thing!
Pull to the Right

CITY DIRECTORY

Police/Fire (Non-Emergency) 471-1151

Police (Archives)

768-3370

City Manager

768-3010

Library (Main Branch)

768-3400

Parks & Community Services 768-3240
Permits

768-3050

Water/Garbage

768-3133

City of Watsonville
Customer Service
(831) 768-3133
320 Harvest Drive

customerservice@cityofwatsonville.org

Watsonville

A COMMUNITY OF OPPORTUNITIES
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