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4th of July Parade
Needs Volunteers

For 150 years, in one shape or another, the
Spirit of Watsonville 4th of July Parade
has been part of our community.
The powerful notion that on that day we
celebrate the independence and freedom
in the United States of America
certainly, inspires people to willingly
invest their resources, time and energy to
gather and enjoy a colorful and diverse
parade. The Watsonville parade displays
thousands of participants; businesses, non
profits, youth groups, and other
associations and thousands of spectators
lining Main Street historic downtown. For
over two hours, groups rave our patriotic
colors, commemorating our traditions and

Working Smoke
Alarms Save Lives!

Working smoke alarms can make a life-saving
difference in a fire. Remember that having
working smoke alarms in the home and testing
them monthly is important.
Almost two-thirds of home fire deaths
resulted from fires in homes with no smoke
alarms or no working smoke alarms. Roughly
half of home fire deaths result from fires
reported at night between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m.
when most people are asleep. Home smoke
alarms can alert people to a fire before it
spreads, giving everyone enough time to get
out.

Safety Tips:

•
Install
smoke
alarms
in
every
bedroom, outside each separate sleeping
area and on every level of the home,
including the basement.
• Test your smoke alarms every month by
pushing the test button.
• Replace all smoke alarms when they are
10 years old or sooner if they don’t respond
properly.

liberties. I believe; “ the annual “Spirit
of Watsonville 4th of July Parade” brings
together our community, bonds our sense
of belonging to this great nation. This
long standing patriotic community event
is only possible through the generosity and
collaborative work of people who, render
their volunteer services” said Tony Roman,
Watsonville Recreation Supervisor, who
has worked as parade lead staff for the
past 5 years. With the support of hundreds
volunteers, throughout the years the
parade has endured though times of war
and economic hardship.
As we prepare to celebrate this year we
need community members to be able to
join forces with Watsonville Parks and
Community Services Department to
continue this beloved tradition in an
enjoyable and safe manner. We invite you
to become a volunteer parade marshal.
We need volunteers all day from
10am to 2:30pm. For more information
you can call: Tony Roman (831)768-3266
Customer Service : (831) 768-3240

2018 PARADE SCHEDULE:

April 2018

KEEPING UP WITH
WATSONVILLE

Wine, Beer & Art Walk
Saturday, May 12

1pm-5 pm
As part of our 150th Anniversary Celebration
we invite you to this great First Annual Event.
Downtown businesses will provide great
samplings of locally produced Wines, Craft
Beer, Local Art and Delicious Treats while you
explore our charming Historical Downtown.
$25 in advance (prior to May 4th).
$30 at check-in location (while supplies last)

For more information call

(831)768-3010

Staging Time, 10:00 am to 11:45 am
Event Time, 12:00 pm to 2:30 pm
Clean-Up Time, 2:30 pm to 4:30 pm
• Make sure everyone in the home knows the
sound of the smoke alarm and understands
what to do when they hear it.
• Have an escape plan and practice
it with your family so that when a fire
occurs, everyone will know what to do.
If you are a property owner, you are
responsible for testing and maintaining
the smoke alarms within all of the units,
including vacant units. If you are a tenant, it
is your responsibility to notify the owner or
property manager if the alarm isn’t working.
For More Information
Contact the Fire
Marshal’sOffice at:
(831) 768-3231

New Utility Billing Hours
Effective April 1, 2018:

Mondays
9:00am-5 pm
Tuesday - Friday
9am-1pm and 2pm-5pm
Closed 1pm-2pm.
We also offer other options for payment:
online pay; automated phone payment
system at 1-855-748-3077; payment by
mail; or drop box payment where you
can place your check or money order in
the green box located at 250 Main Street
in the Union Street lot or near the rear
entrance of Finance.

For more information call
(831)768-3455

Did you Know?
In the early 1900s the City of Watsonville
and the Chamber of Commerce temporarily
dammed the Pajaro River to create an
artificial lake called “Lake Watsonville” to
attract tourists and compete with the newly
constructed - Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk.

Questions or comments contact: Tamara Vides, Editor at 768-3034

Courtesy of the Pajaro Valley Historical Association
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Celebrate the 16th Annual
Watsonville Day of the Child
& Earth Day Festival!

For sixteen years the Watsonville
has been hosting two celebrations
that fit perfectly together: the Day of
the Child, a Latin American tradition
honoring our young children, and Earth
Day celebrated worldwide as a time
to raise public awareness for
environmental protection.
On April 22, over 40 non-profit
organizations, 9 City divisions, and 6
local sponsors are coming together to
promote healthy family lifestyles and
protection of our natural resources.
Each organization will offer free, fun
activities for the whole family, games,
prizes, and bilingual information about
the variety of services available in
Watsonville.

Virtual Kidnapping is an extortion
scheme and has been around for decades.
Typically criminals will make a large
amount of cold calls to random phone
numbers from a specific area code. The
suspects will sometimes play a prerecorded
sound of a woman screaming in the
distance in hopes that the call taker would
respond with concern like, “Mary are you
OK?” They would then demand that the
victim remain on the phone while they
arrange the ransom and have it be paid
via wire transfer. In this way, the victim
would be unable make a phone call to
verify if “Mary” was alright.  
“Recently, there have been three
reported “Virtual Kidnappings” by
victims in Watsonville. Two of the victims
were on their way to transfer the money
when they flagged down an officer. It was
identified as a scam once the loved one was
contacted. Another of the victims wired
an undisclosed amount of money to the
suspect in Mexico only to find her loved
one at home and unharmed.
This type of scam is not often effective
but the criminals will make hundreds of
calls hoping to find one person who will
fall for their scam. Usually, the amount of
money demanded is under $2,000 because
there are legal restrictions for wiring
larger amounts across the border.
If you receive a phone call from someone
demanding a ransom for an alleged kidnap
victim, the following should be considered:

Watsonville

• In most cases, the best course of action is
to hang up the phone.
• If you do engage the caller, don’t call out
your loved one’s name.
• Try to slow the situation down. Request
to speak to your family member directly.
• Ask questions only the alleged kidnap
victim would know. Avoid sharing
personal information
• Listen carefully to the voice of the alleged
victim if they speak.
• Attempt to contact the alleged victim via
phone, text, or social media, and request
that they call back from their cell phone.
• To buy time, repeat the caller’s request
and tell them you are writing down the
demand, or tell the caller you need time to
get things moving.
• Don’t agree to pay a ransom, by wire or
in person. Delivering money in person can
be dangerous.
If you suspect a real kidnapping is taking
place or you believe a ransom demand is
a scheme, contact your local Law
Enforcement Agency.
For more information you can
contact the Watsonville Police
Department at:
(831) 768-3300

A COMMUNITY OF OPPORTUNITIES

Local children will perform music and
dance live on stage; and high school
students will educate residents on
what we can all do to protect our
environment. This event is possible
thanks to our generous donation of
local businesses 2018 sponsors:

We hope to
see you there!
Sunday, April 22, 2018
(12pm4pm)
Historic Watsonville City Plaza
For more information
(831) 768-1622
YOUR

Stay Informed
Virtual Kidnapping

CITY DIRECTORY

Police/Fire (Non-Emergency) 471-1151

Police (Archives)

768-3370

City Manager

768-3010

Library (Main Branch)

768-3400

Parks & Community Services 768-3240
Permits

768-3050

Water/Garbage

768-3133
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