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Holiday Lighting Safety

Holiday lights bring so much joy during the holiday season but if we don’t use them
correctly, they can cause a fire. Follow these safety tips to keep your home fire safe:

KEEPING UP WITH
WATSONVILLE

• Don’t let light bulbs rest on tree needles
and branches. Use a clip or twist-tie to keep
bulbs upright.
• Keep cords out of water and away from
metal objects.
• To hook up your outdoor lighting, use a
three-prong grounded extension cord with
the UL label.
• Never place cords under rugs and doors
or through windows where they might be
pinched or become worn.
• Don’t overload outlets or extension cords.
• Check each set, new or old, for broken
or cracked sockets, loose connections, or
frayed or bare wires. Discard all damaged
cords. The lights should have the
Underwriter’s Laboratories (UL) label.
• Don’t connect lights while adjusting them
on a tree or house.

• If you buy an artificial tree, check for a
“flame resistant” label.
• Unplug tree lights and decorative outdoor
lighting before leaving the house or going
to bed.
If you have any questions about
fire safety, you can call our Fire
Prevention office at 768-3231.

HOLIDAY CLOSURES DATES

City of Watsonville facilities will be
closed on the following days:
Christmas
December 24 & 25
New Year’s
December 31, 2018
January 1, 2019
Health & Safety Emergencies call
911
Non-emergencies or water
related emergencies
471-1151

Carbon Monoxide (The Silent Killer)

With the recent cold temperatures, please remember the dangers of carbon monoxide
(CO). It is called the silent killer because it is a colorless, odorless, tasteless, yet deadly
toxic gas that can overcome you without warning. Severe carbon monoxide poisoning can
cause neurological damage, illness, coma, and even death.
Here are some ways you can prevent carbon monoxide poisoning in your
home:
• Never take a BBQ into your home.
• Never use a generator or gas powered equipment indoors or in an enclosed or
partially enclosed area.
• Never use gas powered devices such as stoves, heaters or dryers to heat
your home.
• Never leave your car running in an attached garage.
Some symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning are: Headaches, dizziness, drowsiness,
nausea, vomiting, tightness across the chest, feeling better when you are away from
home, or everyone at home feeling sick at the same time. If you experience these
symptoms, get to fresh air right away and call 911!
Every home should have at least one
operational CO alarm within 10 feet of
every room used for sleeping. Make
sure they meet the latest Underwriters
Laboratory (UL) Standards. Follow the
manufacturer’s instructions for placement of
your CO alarm, and suggested replacement
date. CO is dangerous, be aware and be safe
while staying warm!
For any questions about fire safety, you
can call our Fire Prevention office at
768-3231.
Questions or comments contact: Tamara Vides, Editor at 768-3034

Notice:
The City’s Public Drop-Off Center
will not accept Household Hazardous
Waste from November 26 to
December 31, 2018.
Collection services will continue
after maintenance upgrades are
completed. For more information
call Customer Service at 768-3133.

Did you Know?

The corner of Main St. and E. Lake Ave. If
you look closely at the photo you can see a
siren that was installed on top of the light
pole. The main purpose of these type of
sirens was public safety. During World
War II, they were
meant to be used
to notify residents
incase of an attack.
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Are You Wasting Food?

Newsletter OF THE CITY OF WATSONVILLE

A FAMILY OF FOUR SPENDS $1500
A YEAR ON FOOD THEY DON’T EAT

‘Tis the season to be green and save money
Give experiences, not stuff!

• Plan trips to parks, concerts, hikes, or bike rides.
• Give a gift certificate to a movie, restaurant, a sporting event, or an exercise class.

Your Garbage & Recycling
pick-up schedule will not
change during the holidays.
January 7-11

• Give reusable gifts such as water
bottles, coffee mugs, bags, and towels.

Recycle right:
• Break down cardboard gift boxes and
then recycle.
• Recycle paper gift wrap, party cups,
and plates.

• Use real dish ware and avoid
disposables, if needed, only purchase
items with post-consumer recycled
content.
• Wrap gifts in newspaper, recycled
paper, old maps, comics, brown bags,
baskets, or cloth. Cinnamon bark,
flowers, and pine cones make great
bows!

For more information please visit the
Watsonville Nature Center for more
ideas and receive a free, reusable bag
when you mention reducing holiday
trash! Sat and Sun 11am – 4pm,
except holiday weekends. 30 Harkins
Slough Rd - 768-1622.

NEW 2019 PARKING PERMITS
Now available for purchase
250 Main Street
Get yours before the new year begins.

Watsonville

A COMMUNITY OF OPPORTUNITIES

• Place the tree on the curbside
next to your garbage bin
on your regularly scheduled pickup day.
• Remove stand, lights, tinsel,
and all other ornaments.

You can also drop it off at:
Garbage & Recycling DropOff center located at 320
Harvest Dr. Fire Station 2 at
370 Airport Blvd.
For more information call
our customer service staff
at 768-3133

YOUR

• Host a gently used toy exchange
instead of purchasing new ones.

CITY DIRECTORY

Police/Fire (Non-Emergency) 471-1151

Police (Archives)

768-3370

City Manager

768-3010

Library (Main Branch)

768-3400

Parks & Community Services 768-3240
Permits

768-3050

Water/Garbage

768-3133
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ARE YOU PREPARED TO WEATHER THE STORM?
With predictions of a wet winter, here are some tips and resources to help you and
your family prepare and stay safe.

PREPARE
• Keep your property’s drainage clear.
• Develop an emergency/evacuation plan.
• Prepare emergency supplies: non-perishable food, water, ﬂashlights,
manual can-opener, batteries, battery-operated radio and a ﬁrst-aid kit.
• Download the Watsonville Police Department App on your cell phone to
re-ceive ﬂood notiﬁcations. NIXLE will eventually be discontinued.
• Sign up for “Code Red” emergency phone notiﬁcations at: www.scr911.org/

PROTECT
• Help keep storm drains working - clean leaves and debris off of storm drains with rake or
shovel and put in trash.
• Help identify and report clogged storm drains or major ﬂooding in your area
Call customer service (831) 768-3133.
• Sandbag areas where water could enter your home. Sandbags will be available at
Fire Station #1 and Home Depot during heavy rains.
• Contact PG&E to shut off your power and natural gas if your property is in danger of ﬂooding.

PAY ATTENTION

THE CITY OF WATSONVILLE IS READY

• Avoid driving. If necessary, avoid low-lying areas.

• Maintaining ﬂood channels and storm drain free from
debris to prevent ﬂooding

• Check radio, TV, and Code Red for up to date evacuation
routes, shelter locations, and general emergency alerts.

• Increasing street sweeping to prepare our streets
• Trained city staff ready to respond
• 50,000 sandbags and 100 tons of sand
• Collaboration with other agencies

SANDBAG LOCATIONS DURING HEAVY RAINS
• Fire Station #1 (115 Second St)
• Home Depot (355 S. Green Valley Rd)
Come prepared to ﬁll your own sandbags.

EMERGENCY RESOURCES
• Emergency: 911
• Santa Cruz County Emergency Services: 458-7150
• American Red Cross: 462-2881
• Watsonville Customer Service: 768-3133
• Santa Cruz County Information Services: 211
cityofwatsonville.org

