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CENSUS 2020: EVERYONE IN
WATSONVILLE COUNTS!

Every 10 years, the federal government
undertakes a census count of the U.S.
population to determine the allocation of
$675 billion in federal funding every year
and the number of seats held by each state
in the House of Representatives. The next
federal census is April 1, 2020 and the City
is gearing up to educate all our residents
on the importance of the Census and how
the census directly impacts the funding
Watsonville will receive over the next ten
years.

A complete and accurate census count
is essential to the well-being of our
community. The Census data will be used
to support community initiatives and
infrastructure for our city. This means new
roads, schools, jobs, services for seniors,
children and youth, emergency services,
housing programs, Medicaid, Head Start
funding, school lunch programs and so
much more.

April 2019

KEEPING UP WITH
WATSONVILLE

complete. Households are asked to provide
key demographic information, including:
address, names, genders, ages and races
of every person living in the household;
Every One in Watsonville Counts!
Participation in the 2020 Census is
easy, and important. Watsonville could
potentially lose millions of dollars in
federal funding every year, for ten years, if
residents don’t complete the Census forms.
Services, infrastructure and development
opportunities may be impacted if all
residents are not counted.
For more information, please visit
www.cityofwatsonville.org or call
Elizabeth Padilla at 831-768-3018

Census forms will begin arriving in
mid-March 2020. The form has only
10 questions, and it takes 10 minutes to

PEDESTRIAN ACCIDENTS ON THE RISE NATIONWIDE

The number of pedestrian deaths in the United States has risen
sharply, with the growing use of smartphones, the popularity of
SUVs and trucks, and population growth all contributing, according
to a new report.
The Governors Highway Safety Association, estimates that crashes
killed 6,227 pedestrians in 2018, an increase of 4 percent over 2017
nationwide. Some likely factors include; the robust economy that has
more people driving farther distances and demographic changes. It
also cites the likely impact of distracted driving and the popularity
of smartphones – which more than three quarters of all Americans
own.
The Safety Association report suggests that some jurisdictions are
achieving some success in stopping this trend with the introduction
of traffic and pedestrian safety programs.
We want to remind everyone to keep 100% of your attention on
driving at all times and no multi-tasking. Don’t use your phone or
any other electronic device while driving. When crossing, use all of
your senses and don’t use your cell phone for calls and texting. Doing
simple things like this can make a big difference in your safety and
those around you. For more information call 768-3010 or visit
cityofwatsonville.org

Questions or comments contact: Tamara Vides, Editor at 768-3034

Summer in the City
Internship Program

Internship positions for juniors and
seniors attending a PVUSD high
school. Opportunity to gain work
experience, foster interest and
leadership in civic matters, and
create a space for youth to address
real city issues.
• 3 week internship
June 17 - July 5th
• $500 stipend and 2.5 elective
credits

Deadline to apply May 3,
2019 by 5 pm

For more information or to apply,
please visit our website at
www.cityofwatsonville.org or call
Elizabeth Padilla at 768-3018.

WINE, BEER & ART WALK

Saturday, May 11, 2019, 1pm - 5pm
This event will be held in our beautiful,
Historic Downtown Watsonville.
Event goers will receive a wine glass,
a tote bag and passport book
featuring all downtown locations for
one tasting at each site.
18 locations in all.
BUY YOUR TICKETS AT EVENTBRITE

For more information
768-3010
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WPD ARRESTS 15 PEOPLE DURING STATEWIDE
OPERATION FOR BUYING ALCOHOL FOR MINORS

COME CELEBRATE OUR
PLANET, OUR CHILDREN!

A statewide undercover operation
has left hundreds of people facing
misdemeanor charges and a fine of
up to $1,000 for buying alcohol
for minors.

The goal of this operation was to
reduce underage drinking, increase
public safety but also send a strong
message to adults who buy alcohol for
minors about the major repercussions.
All individuals cited face a
misdemeanor charge and a fine of
up to $1,000.

Statewide, the operation resulted in
325 people buying alcohol for minors.
Agents from the California Department
of Alcohol Beverage Control (ABC)
also wrote 14 citations for open
containers and 16 people were
booked into jail for various crimes.
Since 2012, officers and agents
have cited or arrested nearly 3,500
individuals during the Statewide
Shoulder Tap Operation.
For more
information,
contact
Michelle
Pulido at
750-2959

OFFICERS CELEBRATE READ ACROSS AMERICA
WPD Officers pulled out some of their
favorite childhood books and read to
Freedom Elementary kindergarten
students during the annual celebration
Read Across America. K9 Axel
also made a special guest appearance,
wowing many of the 5 year olds.

This year Watsonville’s Earth Day
will bring awareness to the “Plastic-Free
Campaign”that the City is promoting.
This is a worldwide movement to create
consciousness about the pollution that
plastic is creating on our planet. You can
be part of this movement, come learn how!
This free event is made possible by:
• Monterey Bay Community Power
• Driscoll’s
• The Survivor’s Healing Center
• First Five
• Pajaro Valley Printing
• The Register-Pajaronian
For more information contact Tami
Stolzenthaler
cityofwatsonville.org/earthday

Read Across America is an annual
reading motivation and awareness
program that calls for every child in
every community to celebrate reading
on March 2, the birthday of beloved
children’s author Dr. Seuss, according
to the National Education Association
(NEA).

assemble to remember that Character
Counts. Why don’t we do something to
get kids excited about reading? We’ll
call it ‘NEA’s Read Across America’
and we’ll celebrate it on Dr. Seuss’s
birthday.” And so was born on March
2, 1998, the largest celebration of
reading this country has ever seen.

The association states that in May
1997, a small reading task force at
NEA came up with a big idea. “Let’s
create a day to celebrate reading,” the
group decided. “We hold pep rallies
to get kids excited about football. We

“Don’t cry because it’s over. Smile
because it happened.”
-Dr. Seuss

Watsonville

Families are invited to the City of
Watsonville 17th annual Earth Day/
Day of the Child Festival on Sunday,
April 28, 12pm – 4pm at the
Watsonville
City
Plaza.
Special
highlights this year include: rhythm
circle with Survivor’s Healing Center at
3 pm, gigantic mobile trash museum,
local cheer and dance teams, jump
houses, a climbing wall and over 70 booths
of free games and crafts. At least a third
of the activities are developed and guided
by our local middle and high school
students who are gaining life and career
skills as they share information on how we
can protect our environment.

For more information, contact
Michelle Pulido at 750-2959

A COMMUNITY OF OPPORTUNITIES

(831)768-3107
YOUR

69 agencies, including the Watsonville
Police Department, took part in the
pre-holiday “Shoulder Tap” operation
on March 9th. In Watsonville, our
minor decoys asked 64 people to buy
them alcohol at 22 different licensed
businesses across the City. Out of the
64 approached, 49 of them refused to
purchase alcohol. However, officers
arrested and cited 15 people for
providing alcohol to minors. One of
the arrestees also had cocaine and
methamphetamine. All drugs were
seized by our officers.

CITY DIRECTORY

Police/Fire (Non-Emergency) 471-1151

Police (Archives)

768-3370

City Manager

768-3010

Library (Main Branch)

768-3400

Parks & Community Services 768-3240
Permits

768-3050

Water/Garbage

768-3133
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