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BACK TO SCHOOL
SAFETY TIPS

August 2019

KEEPING UP WITH
WATSONVILLE

School days bring congestion: School buses are picking up their
passengers, kids on bikes are hurrying to get to school before the bell
rings, harried parents are trying to drop their kids off before work. It’s
never more important for drivers to slow down and pay attention than
when kids are present – especially before and after school.

IF YOU’RE DROPPING OFF

Schools often have very specific drop-off procedures for the school
year. Make sure you know them for the safety of all kids.
THE FOLLOWING APPLY TO ALL SCHOOL ZONES
• Don’t double park; it blocks visibility for other children and vehicles
• Don’t load or unload children across the street from the school
• Carpool to reduce the number of vehicles at the school

June 20 - Sept 19
Thursdays 6 - 8pm

AUG 8 - MOTOWN, R&B, OLDIES, 70’s

AUG 22 - ZEBOP! TRIBUTE TO SANTANA
SEP 5 - LATIN TROPICAL & SALSA

SEP 19 - SANTA CRUZ SYMPHONY

SHARING THE ROAD WITH YOUNG PEDESTRIANS
• Don’t block the crosswalk when stopped at a red light or waiting
to make a turn, forcing pedestrians to go around you; this could
put them in the path of moving traffic
• Take extra care to look out for children in school zones, near
playgrounds and parks, and in all residential areas
• Don’t honk or rev your engine to scare a pedestrian, even if you
have the right of way
• Never pass a vehicle stopped for pedestrians
• Always stop for a crossing guard holding up a STOP sign

SHARING THE ROAD WITH SCHOOL BUSES

If you’re driving behind a bus, allow a greater following distance
than if you were driving behind a car. It will give you more time
to stop once the yellow lights start flashing. It is illegal in all 50 states
to pass a school bus that is stopped to load or unload children.
• Never pass a bus from behind – or from either direction if you’re
on an undivided road – if it is stopped to load or unload children
• If the yellow or red lights are flashing and the stop arm is
extended, traffic must stop
• Be alert; children often are unpredictable, and they tend to ignore
hazards and take risks
Questions or comments contact: Tamara Vides, Editor at 768-3034

Monterey Bay
Birding Festival
September 21 & 22
768-1622

Watsonville Civic Plaza at 275 Main St.
with activities scheduled throughout
the region including family bird walks
at the Nature Center at 30 Harkins
Slough Rd.

Annual Coastal
Cleanup Day!

Lend a hand by joining one of the
multiple cleanup sites throughout
our town to remove trash from local
habitats and neighborhoods.

Saturday, September 21st
9AM - Noon
768-3165

1

Newsletter OF THE CITY OF WATSONVILLE

POLICE DEPARTMENT RECEIVES ADDITIONAL
STATE FUNDING TO REDUCE UNDERAGE DRINKING

SHOULDER TAP OPERATIONS
During a Shoulder Tap Operation, an
underage volunteer will ask an adult near a
licensed business to buy them alcohol.

MINOR DECOY OPERATIONS
A Minor Decoy Operation consists of
officers sending underage volunteers into
businesses to attempt to purchase alcohol.
During the 12-month period, officers
conducted seven operations, which resulted
in visiting 149 alcohol retailers. Some of
these retailers were contacted more than
once. Officers arrested 11 employees for
selling alcohol to minors. Those arrested
also faced a fine of up to $1,000. The ABC
grant only required our department to
organize four Minor Decoy Operations.

Throughout the year, we held two LEAD
trainings, meeting the grant’s requirements.
Fifty-five people from 17 businesses located
across the county attended the workshops.
ROLL CALL TRAINING
During Roll Call Training, we provide
additional education to officers, regarding
ABC laws. Thirty-eight officers received
additional training during the six sessions
provided throughout the year, meeting the
grant’s goal.
Our 2019-2020 fiscal year operations
are already in the works and will soon be
underway.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL
Michelle Pulido at 750-2959

#PLASTICFREEWATSONVILLE

Join this global movement and the City’s
#plasticfreewatsonville campaign. To get
started, visit us at the downtown Friday’s
Farmers Market and pick up your free
reusable produce bag. During the
weekends, come to the City’s Nature
Center to receive your free reusable
water bottle and find out about the many
other free resources the city provides.
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As part of the yearlong grant, WPD and
ABC personnel conducted numerous
operations at Watsonville businesses with
an alcohol license. Here’s a breakdown of
the operations and results from grant year
2018-2019:

LEAD TRAINING
With the help of ABC, we are able to
provide training for business owners and
employees to learn about alcohol-related
laws while stressing the importance of
preventing sales to minors and intoxicated
persons.
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The ABC awarded our department
$56,640 after our successful results from
the 2018-2019 fiscal year exceeded
their expectations.

GENERAL ENFORCEMENT
During general enforcement, officers focus
on people drinking alcohol in public near
businesses with an alcohol license and
open areas. Officers led 17 operations and
arrested 109 people.
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The Watsonville Police Department is
receiving additional state funding to help
keep alcohol out of the hands of minors.
This is the second consecutive year the
WPD receives a state grant from the
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
(ABC).
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The ABC grant required the WPD to
conduct at least four Shoulder Tap
Operations but officers conducted nine,
resulting in 40 arrests. Our volunteers
contacted 200 people at 65 locations.
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Join us for this year’s
Tapas on Top!
Friday September 27, 2019
5:30pm - 9:30pm
The city is gearing up to offer a
unique first time event titled
Watsonville’s Tapas on Top! We
would like you all to attend and
enjoy the most spectacular views
of the Pajaro Valley sunset from
the top floor of the Civic Plaza
parking garage.
Tapas on Top will feature dishes
from five local businesses offering
world-wide culinary delights.
Each admission will give you the
opportunity to sample all five
dishes. With your admission you
will also receive one drink.
Local wines and craft brews will be
available during the event. Live music will set the tone for an evening
of fun and enjoyment with great
company. Bring your friends!
Admission tickets are $35 in
advance and $40 at the door.
Admission includes:
Admission to the venue
Free Parking
Five (5) tapas (food servings)
One (1) drink
Live music
To purchase your tickets please
visit the link bellow
www.eventbrite.com/e/tapas-ontop-tickets-50005069509

WATSONVILLE NATURE CENTER
Saturdays & Sundays
11:00 am - 5:00 pm
30 Harkins Slough Rd.
(behind Ramsay Park)
(831) 768-1622

Watsonville

A COMMUNITY OF OPPORTUNITIES
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