OUR
OUR TOWN
TOWN
Newsletter OF THE CITY OF WATSONVILLE

KEEPING UP WITH
WATSONVILLE

THE 2020
CENSUS WILL
INVITE
EVERYONE TO
RESPOND
By April 1, 2020, every home will
receive an invitation via mail to
participate in the 2020 Census.
You will have three options for
responding:
• Online
• By phone
• By mail
The 2020 Census marks the first
time you will have the option to
respond online. You can even
respond on your mobile device.
The 2020 Census is more than a
head count. It is an opportunity—
to get involved and to help shape the
future of Watsonville. A new school
to ease overcrowded classrooms.
A new road to ease overcrowded
commutes. There are many ways
the 2020 Census can shape our
community. The results, collected
once a decade, help determine how

February, 2020

billions of dollars in federal funding
flow into states and communities
each year. An accurate count is
critical for Watsonville. Don’t
let misinformation keep your
friends and family members from
responding.
One of the best ways you can show
your support for the 2020 Census
is by making sure you know the
facts. Review the basics of the 2020
Census and how the Census Bureau
protects your data—and then share
these facts with your loved ones.
If you hear false information,
or are wondering whether a
rumor you heard is true, please
contact rumors@census.gov
or visit www.census.gov

EVERYONE IN
WATSONVILLE COUNTS!

The original airport in Watsonville was located at a different
location in the late 1920s, after several hundred community
members joined together to purchase 85-acres, just outside
of town. The first Watsonville Airport soon became a busy
center for flying activities until the U.S. Navy took it over and
turned it into an airship base.
In 1939, the Civil Aeronautics Administration (CAA) decided that a civil airport was
needed in Santa Cruz County, since the previous location was now under U.S. Navy
control. CAA representatives offered to build an airport in the nearby City of Santa
Cruz, but its citizens declined. The same offer was then presented to the City of
Watsonville, whose citizens voted in favor of the proposition. (To be continued...)

LOCAL HAZARD MITIGATION
PLAN MEETING
Thursday, March 19th
3:00pm - 4:30pm
275 Main St. - Community Room

Help us develop a plan to
prepare for natural disasters.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
cityofwatsonville.org/LHMP
Jackie McCloud - 768-3170

MARCH 16 - 22 IS
NATIONAL FIX A LEAK WEEK
To report water leaks please
call our Customer Service
at 768-3133

2020 CITY COUNCIL

Mayor

Rebecca J. Garcia - District 5

831-768-3005
Mayor Pro Tempore

Trina Coffman-Gomez - District 6

831-768-3006

Felipe Hernandez - District 1

831-768-3001

Aurelio Gonzalez - District 2

831-768-3002

Lowell Hurst - District 3

831-768-3003

Francisco “Paco” Estrada - District 4

831-768-3004

Ari Parker - District 7

831-768-3007

Questions or comments contact: Tamara Vides, Editor at 768-3034
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SHOP WITH
A COP 2019

Shop with a Cop was once again a
hit, helping 15 families who needed
a little extra holiday cheer this
season. The young participants
were selected from local youth
programs.

between the police and community
members because it allows them
to “engage in a way that we would
with our family members and that’s
what makes it so special.”

“It was really nice because I got to
spend time with my family,” said
14-year-old Fabiola Torres. “And
now, I’m having this experience
with my siblings where I could work
with them to find something that my
parents would like for Christmas.”
The families spent their entire
evening with Watsonville Police
Officers & staff. They all got to know
each other over dinner and then
went shopping together at Target.

Torres said that she had a great
time getting to meet some of
the men and women in blue. “I
got to meet them and I got to see
their actual personality,” said
Torres. “Because what I often get to
“The best thing is to be able to see from them is the serious, oh I’m
see that they can purchase gifts,” going to put you in jail but then that
explained Police Captain Jorge evening, I actually got to meet them
Zamora.
and they were really nice and
friendly.”
Zamora said the holiday outing also
helps strengthen the relationship Seventeen officers and 30 volunteers
helped make Shop with the Cop a
successful event.

CITY DIRECTORY

Police/Fire (Non-Emergency) 471-1151

Police (Archives)

768-3370

City Manager

768-3010

Library (Main Branch)

768-3400

Parks & Community Services 768-3240
Permits

768-3050

Water/Garbage

768-3133

For potholes, garbage, recycling, graffiti
removal, streetlight issues, shopping carts,
water and sewer problems, and yard waste
drop off please call 768-3133 or email us at
customerservice@cityofwatsoinville.org

Watsonville

A COMMUNITY OF OPPORTUNITIES

MATT’S THOUGHTS
Just a few years ago, the City of
Watsonville struggled with rising crime
rates, increasing gang activity, and
limited Police and Firefighter staffing.
In 2014, Watsonville voters came
together to approve Measure G, a half
of one percent sales tax measure to
provide a secure, local revenue stream
to the City of Watsonville to be used
entirely to provide additional police
and fire personnel, update public safety
equipment, facilities and services,
support fire and paramedic 911
response, and enhance youth violence
prevention programs to protect our
community.
Today, I’m pleased to share that
with the help of Measure G funding,
Watsonville has some of the lowest
crime rates in over a decade. The
funding has allowed the City to hire
seven new police officers and seven
new firefighters. Both the Police and
Fire Departments have replaced old and
outdated vehicles and crime fighting
equipment, and the City offers
innovative prevention programs to
keep our youth safe and on the right
track.
Measure G is an example of the
difference a community can make
when we work together. I look forward
to continuing our work together and
keeping Watsonville on a positive track.

Matt Huffaker
City Manager
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