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KEEPING UP WITH
WATSONVILLE

AGUA CON LA CHOTA
“WATER WITH A COP”

Watsonville Police Officers are meeting
face-to-face with some of the hardest
working people in the community as
part of an outreach program aimed at
connecting with farmworkers.

The department’s “Agua con la Chota”
or “Water with a Cop” program provides
Ag workers a safe space to interact with
officers, receive information and guidance
with the help of our partners: The
Community Action Board of Santa
Cruz County, CHP-Santa Cruz and the
Consulate General of Mexico in San José.
“It’s actually awesome that I can come out
and I can be a resource,” explained Officer
Adrian Alvarez, a 2-year veteran with the
Watsonville Police Department. “I can
actually answer their questions or any
concerns that they have because I know
they probably have fear with officers,
especially when they see them in uniform.”

Watsonville officers have spent the last
three years visiting different fields in the
area and every single year, there’s one topic
that always comes up: immigration.
“People do get scared. Many of them work
and have children and sometimes they fear
that their children will be left alone here,”
said Baltazar Alcantar, a Watsonville farmworker who has worked in the strawberry
fields for more than 30 years.
Alvarez said there is a complete change
in farmworkers’ demeanor after learning
that Watsonville Police does not work with
immigration.
We’d like to give a special thanks to Reiter
Berry Farms for allowing us to bring Agua
con la Chota to their fields.

Holiday lights bring so much joy during
the holiday season but if we don’t use them
correctly, they can cause a fire.
• Don’t overload outlets or extension cords.
• Check each set, new or old, for broken
or cracked sockets, loose connections, or
frayed or bare wires. Discard all damaged
cords. The lights should have the
Underwriter’s Laboratories (UL) label.
• Don’t connect lights while adjusting them
on a tree or house.

During the Holidays the City will
operate on a limited schedule.
Please contact departments
between 12/23 - 1/2 before visiting
for holiday office hours.
Non-emergencies or water related
emergencies at - 471-1151

Health & Safety Emergencies call 911

Your Garbage & Recycling
pick-up schedule will
not change during the
holidays.
JANUARY 6-10

If you are interested in bringing
Agua con la Chota to your workplace, please email
antonio.figueroa@cityofwatsonville.org

• Don’t let light bulbs rest on tree needles
and branches. Use a clip or twist-tie to keep
bulbs upright.

HOLIDAY LIGHTING
SAFETY

HOLIDAY
CLOSURE
DATES

• Keep cords out of water and away from
metal objects.
• To hook up your outdoor lighting, use a
three-prong grounded extension cord with
the UL label.
• Never place cords under rugs and doors
or through windows where they might be
pinched or become worn.
• If you buy an artificial tree, check for a
“flame resistant” label.
• Unplug tree lights and decorative outdoor
lighting before leaving the house or going
to bed.
If you have any questions about fire
safety, call our Fire Prevention office
at 768-3231

Questions or comments contact: Tamara Vides, Editor at 768-3034

• Place the tree on the curbside
next to your garbage bin on your
regularly scheduled pick-up day.
• Remove stand, lights, tinsel,
and all other ornaments.
You can also drop it off at:
Garbage & Recycling
Drop-Off center located at 320
Harvest Dr.
For more information call
768-3133

2020
PARKING
PERMITS
Now available for purchase
250 Main Street - Get yours
before the new year begins.
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A BOLD NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION
FOR A GREENER TOMORROW!
cups to encourage the habit of bringing
reusable cups and bottles every time we
leave our homes.
This initiative will greatly benefit our
environment and further supports City
efforts towards Climate Action. Join the
movement to reduce single-use plastics!

Starting January 2020, food vendors will
not be able to provide straws and will start
implementing a 10-cent fee for single-use

We are open on Saturdays and Sundays
from 11am to 4pm.
For more information about this
initiative, visit cityofwatsonville.org
or call Amy Cebada 768 - 3164

WATSONVILLE SCHOOLS RECYCLE UP TO
160 POUNDS OF FOOD SCRAPS A DAY!

The Pajaro Valley Unified School District
(PVUSD) and the City of Watsonville
Solid Waste Division have partnered to
reduce waste at our public schools.
When over 1,000 meals are served daily at
each school, it can be a challenge to reduce
waste. PVUSD leadership and school staff
in the Food Services and Maintenance
Divisions have stepped up to make a
difference and meet California State Food
Scrap Collection mandates while setting
an example for others to follow. The
City has been supporting these efforts
by training school staff on proper waste
separation for recycling, and providing
student education.
Ten schools in Watsonville are now
recycling between 20 to 160 pounds of
food scraps a day that previously ended up
in the landfill. These food scraps are turned

Watsonville

into compost in an industrial digester in
Marina. Recycling food scraps conserves
valuable landfill space ended up in the
landfill. Recycling food scraps conserves
valuable landfill space and reduces greenhouse gases that contribute to climate
change.
This program also serves to engage our
local youth who cooperate in their school’s
waste reduction “Green Teams” to be more
responsible with their trash.

The United States Census is so
much more than just a head count.
The Census helps determine how
much money communities receive
for the critical resources that
children and families will depend
on for the next 10 years.
It is important to count all children,
but those under the age of five (5) are
often missed, particularly when they
don’t live in the same home as both
parents. When newborn babies and
young children are not included in the
census, support for programs such as
health insurance, hospitals, childcare,
food assistance, schools, special education programs and early childhood
development are impacted. In the
2010 Census, almost 1 million children
were not counted and states missed
out on at least $550 million a year
in various federal funds. If you have
children in your home, make sure
they are counted in the 2020 Census.
Responding to the 2020 Census is an
easy, safe, and important way to help
provide resources for the children in
our community for the next 10 years.

EVERYONE IN
WATSONVILLE COUNTS!

YOUR

We are excited to share that Watsonville
is leading the way in the fight against
single-use plastics. Starting January 2021,
Watsonville restaurants and food vendors
will not be allowed to use disposable
plastics and all food-ware will have to be
compostable.

Kick-off the New Year with great ecofriendly habits by bringing your own
reusable cup and saving 10-cents when
you buy a drink. Come by the Watsonville
Nature Center to get your own free reusable
cup starting this January 2020.

CITY DIRECTORY

Police/Fire (Non-Emergency) 471-1151

Police (Archives)

768-3370

The Food Scrap Collection program will
be offered to Watsonville residents by
2022. Additionally, 60 businesses are now
enrolled in the City’s food scrap collection
service.

City Manager

768-3010

Library (Main Branch)

768-3400

Permits

768-3050

For more information about this
initiative, visit cityofwatsonville.org
or call Amy Cebada at 768 - 3164

Water/Garbage

768-3133

A COMMUNITY OF OPPORTUNITIES

Parks & Community Services 768-3240
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