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Now more than ever, an accurate count is necessary to secure
funding for Watsonville. If 5% of the Watsonville population is
not counted in the 2020 Census, we could miss out on receiving
approximately $53 million in federal funding over a 10-year period.
Even if you did not receive an invitation to respond from the Census
Bureau, you may respond online at my2020census.gov or by phone in
English at 844-330-2020 or Spanish 844-468-2020.
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HAPPY RETIREMENT CAROL HEITZIG!
After 35 years of service, a remarkable leader will bid us goodbye. Carol Heitzig,
Library Director, is retiring this July; the Library Staff and the community she has
served will miss her dearly. Carol, who obtained a master’s degree in library science,
first worked as an elementary school librarian, then as children’s librarian and as
the library director for the Watsonville Public Library. Over the years, Carol was
instrumental in increasing library staffing and securing funding to build the new Civic
Center Library. During the current COVID-19 pandemic, Carol has stepped up as a leader and has
supported her staff in providing and implementing innovative virtual and curbside services.
Carol loves to sing and has a passion for music and Hollywood musicals, especially those of Fred Astaire and
Ginger Rogers. Fred Astaire once said, “Do it big, do it right and do it with style.” This truly reflects Carol’s
personality, her love of reading and passion for libraries. Here’s to a well-deserved and happy retirement.

Questions or comments contact: Tamara Vides, Editor at 768-3034
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WATSONVILLE, BECOMING A CLIMATE FRIENDLY CITY

Despite the crisis our world is going through, we must remember to
continue caring for our natural environment, our home. The City of
Watsonville is currently in the process of updating its Climate Action Plan
to set new goals and expand on climate equity and adaptation. This plan
will chart a path to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions; combat and
adapt to the impacts of climate change; and explore realistic options
for restoring our environment. Our first Climate Action Plan (CAP)
was adopted by Council in 2015 and since then, many accomplishments have been made in transportation,
energy, water conservation, wastewater, solid waste, and green building.
One of the most significant reductions in our GHG emission was due to Watsonville’s participation in the
Monterey Bay Community Power project, which has been providing our community with 100% carbon-free
and renewable energy since 2018. Other improvements include converting traffic signals and street lights to
energy-saving LED’s; adding green bike lanes and trails; and installing solar panels on city facilities. Thanks to
Urban Greening grants and hundreds of volunteers, we have planted hundreds of trees to continue reaching
our goal to cover 40% of Watsonville with a healthy tree canopy shade. The full progress report is available
on the City’s website that showcases how we accomplished a 21.7% GHG reduction. This progress was made
possible thanks to everyone’s actions and sustained commitment to keep us moving towards a more “climate
friendly” Watsonville.
Your voice is crucial as we begin to develop the new Climate Action & Adaptation Plan for the next 10 years.
We need to hear what are your climate change related concerns, priorities, and solutions. We urge you to
share your perspective with us by filling out the City’s surveys, which will be available online starting mid-July.
Follow us on Instagram and Facebook @CityofWatsonvilleGov or visit our website for more updates.
For questions, please contact us at 768-3166.

SAVE $1,500 EVERY YEAR AND BE A CLIMATE CHANGE HERO!
How much food did you throw away
this month? In last month’s article, we
talked about the fact that the average
American family loses $1,500 a year on
food they don’t eat, and how the first
step to prevent food waste is to plan
ahead before we shop. The next step
in our food-saving journey is to store our food properly.
Improper storage of food often results in food that goes bad prematurely or is
forgotten and ultimately wasted. Food waste is not only a financial problem but
a problem for the environment. When food waste gets buried in the landfill, it
creates large amounts of methane gas that contributes to climate change.

Here are five tips to store our food more wisely:

• Store carrots, celery, cauliflower, brussels sprouts, apples, and beets in an open
bag in the refrigerator drawer.
• For greens like cabbage, kale, chard, collard greens, lettuce, spinach, arugula
and bok choy store loosely with a damp cloth or towel in a closed container
(remove twist ties or rubber bands).
• Store garlic, shallots, and potatoes in a dry, cool, dark space.
• Store cut produce (tomato, avocado, onion halves, etc.) in a closed container
and try to use it first.
• Store leftovers in clear containers so you can see what is in them. If you don’t
have clear containers, label, and date what you cook and place it in the front
of your fridge, so you can easily see what needs to be eaten first.
Follow these tips, and you will be well on your way to saving your food, your
money, and becoming a climate change hero.

Watsonville

A COMMUNITY OF OPPORTUNITIES

IMPORTANT PHONE
NUMBERS

UTILITY BILLING
768-3455
CUSTOMER SERVICE
768-3133
BUILDING & PLANNING
DEPARTMENT
768-3050
ENGINEERING &
TRANSPORTATION
768-3100
PUBLIC LIBRARY
768-3404
PARKS & COMMUNITY
SERVICES
768-3240
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