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I was wrapping up a message to you with updates on the City of Watsonville’s work
on COVID-19 related issues as the events in Minneapolis unfolded. While we have
been immersed in dealing with the health pandemic, delivering critical services to the
community, and responding to the economic crisis, the video showing the final moments
of George Floyd’s life and the sub-sequent protests in so many communities across
the nation reminds us all of the significant work we must do to address the racial, ethnic,
and gender bias in our society.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., said “Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about
things that matter.” It’s important to say his name- George Floyd- his life mattered. It’s also important that we
stand together against hate and injustice, everywhere and in any way it happens. As a community, we must all
endeavour, every day, to take actions to build a more just and equitable society.
The City of Watsonville and our 400 employees remain committed to serving all members of our community,
regardless of race, income, or ethnicity with dignity, fairness and respect. Watsonville draws its strength from
our diversity, and I believe our community can be the example for the rest of the country. We are also fortunate
to have a Police Department that prioritizes people, inclusion and relationship building in their daily service to
the community.
As we work to re-open the economy, communities of color continue to be impacted by this pandemic far more
than others--from small business closings to workers in the hospitality and service industries, to higher infection
rates. Unfortunately, this holds true in Watsonville, as COVID-19 positive cases double over the last two weeks,
and our unemployment rate jumps from 3.4% to 26% over the last three months. The recent outbreaks were all
the result of large social gatherings. I know our patience for the shelter in place order is running thin, but we
must stay the course to slow the spread of the virus in our community.
Social gatherings in our community continue to be a concern, as the 4th of July approaches, we can celebrate
our country’s independence, while at the same time protect the health of the most vulnerable in our
community, by maintaining social distancing and avoiding large gatherings. Let’s celebrate as a community,
apart, but not alone.
These are challenging times, but Watsonville has faced challenging times before. Let’s continue working
together as we recover from this public health crisis, as well as each do our part to work against injustice and
support the change needed in our lives, community, and country.
By taking care of yourself, you take care of your family and your community.

Matt Huffaker
City Manager

Questions or comments contact: Tamara Vides, Editor at 768-3034
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SAFE AT HOME
GUIDELINES

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR
LANDLORDS AND TENANTS

The Watsonville City Council has
adopted a Resolution outlining
the Safe At Home Guidelines
for landlords and property
owners to contribute to the
City’s efforts to ensure our
community members remain
housed during this health crisis.

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought frightening and uncertain times, leaving many Watsonville
residents with health challenges and economic difficulties. The City Council urges rental housing
providers to act with compassion and work with residents who face COVID-19 related hardships.
TENANTS:
At this time, you should not be receiving an eviction notice, but if you do, please seek help
immediately. Please do remember that you are still obligated to pay your rent; however, if you
cannot pay your rent in full, the City Council urges you to work with your landlord and continue to pay
whatever amount of rent you can during this crisis. The Resolution specifically calls for tenants to
make a good faith effort to pay as much of their rent as possible, and to work with their landlords to
develop payment plans when full rent payments cannot be made. Tenants have up to six months after
the City proclaims the termination of the local public health emergency to repay any rent owed.
LANDLORDS:
The last thing Watsonville tenants need when they are struggling to maintain stability is to
lose the safe place they call home. In this time of crisis, responsible landlords and property
owners in the City of Watsonville offer stability as they provide safe housing to thousands of
Watsonville residents sheltering in place. To ensure this stability, the Watsonville City Council
calls upon every Watsonville rental provider and their tenants to support the Safe at Home
Guidelines by committing to the following through August 31, 2020:
• Freeze rents on all tenants and pledge to not issue any rent increases.
• Halt evictions on renters affected by COVID-19, absent extraordinary circumstances.
• Waive late fees for tenants who pay rent after the rent due date because they have been
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and related government actions.
• Offer flexible payment plans for tenants who cannot pay rent by the due date, and have
not received financial assistance.
• Direct renters to available resources to assist with food, health, and financial assistance.
• Communicate with tenants proactively that they are available to assist them and want
to work with them to ensure they remain housed.
• Direct businesses to available resources to assist with their financial obligations.
Provide details on the PPP, EIDL and other available loan programs.
• Communicate with businesses proactively, advising you are available to assist and work
with them to ensure they remain in good standing.

You may contact City’s Housing Division at 768-3080 if you have any questions
or concerns about your housing situation during this health crisis.

Watsonville

A COMMUNITY OF OPPORTUNITIES
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CENSUS SIDEWALK CHALK ART CONTEST!

The City of Watsonville and the County of Santa Cruz are hosting
a Census Sidewalk Chalk Art Contest to get the word out about
the importance of completing the 2020 Census. Create a piece
of art which illustrates the need for everyone to be counted!
All ages are invited to participate in the sidewalk Chalk Art
Contest.

YOU'RE INVITED!
JUNE 1 - JUNE 30

CHALK PARTY

Chalk Art Contest Guidelines:
Dates: June 1st-June 30th.

GET CREATIVE & SHARE THE CENSUS MESSAGE
iN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD:
EVERYONE COUNTS! TODOS CONTAMOS!
2020CENSUS.GOV

• Take pictures of your artwork and post them on social media with
the hashtag #censuschalkparty
SHARE YOUR CHALK ART ON SOCIAL MEDIA WITH THE
HASHTAGS: #CENSUSCHALKPARTY #2020CENSUS
• Have fun and get creative, and please include: “Everyone Counts!” and “Todos Contamos!”

Good luck and we can’t wait to see your chalk drawings! Three winners will be
announced on Friday, July 3rd.

SENIOR CENTER WITHOUT WALLS

The City of Watsonville has partnered with Community Bridges
and the City of Santa Cruz to provide virtual classes to Older
Adults using Zoom.
Community Bridges has received funding to purchase tablets,
and internet service for seniors who don’t currently have access. The City of Watsonville is utilizing
contracted instructors to lead classes such as Tai Chi, Yoga, Art Classes, and more. The program
goals are to reduce senior isolation exacerbated by COVID-19
restrictions by increasing the use of and access to technology
and to create the infrastructure to continue to serve isolated
seniors beyond the pandemic. This program is in the planning
(831)768-3280
stages and is scheduled to begin very soon.

CURBSIDE PICK-UP

Dig Deeper this Summer at the Library and Read, Investigate, &
Discover. Our annual Summer Reading Program will run from June
8th - July 31st, 2020. You can register for the reading challenge
one of three ways: by signing up on the library’s Beanstack website
https://wplreads.beanstack.org/reader365; calling the Library
at 768-3404 and a paper reading log will be mailed to you or by
registering in person during curbside service hours.
(Mon-Fri, 12pm - 4:45pm).
Everyone who registers will
GOT QUESTIONS?
receive a free book and be
Monday - Friday 10am - 6pm
768-3404
entered in a drawing for a gift
certificate to a local business.
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1. Place your order
Online or by calling
768-3404
2. We will let you know
when your items are
ready for pickup or
mailing
3. Library Card is
required to pick up items
Mon - Fri
12:00pm to 4:45pm
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The Parks and Community Services Department has a
calendar full of activities to do at home. Visit their website
at watsonvillerec.com and go to their Virtual Recreation Center
for more information. Subscribe to the calendar using your google
account to get notifications on live stream events and classes.
Please visit watsonvillerec.com for the latest info on our parks.

PREVENTING
FOOD WASTE
If you knew that you lose
$1,500 on wasted food a year,
would you try to prevent it?

LET’S GET SILLY!

If you happen to come
across one of our
#sillywalkchallenge
jurisdictions, record and
post yourself walking silly,
and tag @watsonvillerec
on Instagram or facebook!
They are located at the City
Plaza, Ramsay Park, Franich
Park, and the Freedom
Branch Library.

For the average American family of four, this statistic is true.
The issue goes far beyond individual families’ financial losses, it
has a detrimental effect on the earth, too. Why? The combined
greenhouse gasses created from growing, cooling, transporting,
and disposing of uneaten food means that if it were a country,
global food waste would have the third-largest carbon footprint
in the world after the U.S. and China. Food waste is a highly
preventable contributor to climate change and we are going to
show you how we can all stop it. In this 4-part series of articles,
we will address the causes of food waste in households, how we
can reduce it, and how we can harness food waste as a source of
energy. Today we are going to remind you about the importance
of planning to reduce food waste in our homes.
Planning ahead is the single best thing you can do to prevent food
waste. First, check your pantry and fridge to see what ingredients
and leftovers you can use to make new meals. Second, write a list
of items that you need to complete meals that you can make with
what you already have. Third, think about how many people you
are cooking for and how many days you want to cook for, and plan
accordingly. By following these steps, you can help in the fight
against food waste!

Watsonville

A COMMUNITY OF OPPORTUNITIES
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THE CITY’S ANNUAL WATER QUALITY
REPORT IS NOW AVAILABLE

Did you know that your tap water is constantly tested before it is
delivered to your home? Our City Lab Technicians test our tap water
weekly for bacteria, color, odor, and turbidity. Our team tests your
drinking water at our State-certified Water Quality Lab from our
groundwater wells and local creek to the pipes leading into your
home. There is no higher priority for us than to protect the health
and safety of our community. We are proud to report that the
water provided by our Public Works & Utilities Department meets
all Federal and State standards for drinking water. Watsonville’s
Annual Water Quality Report will be available July 1 on our website
at cityofwatsonville.org. You can request a water quality report
to be mailed to your home by calling 768-3133 or emailing us
at customerservice@cityofwatsonville.org.
Please note that the coronavirus
has no impact on our tap water
supply. Using tap water instead
of bottled water can save you
more than $1,500 a year. Tap
water is more strictly regulated
and more affordable than
bottled water. Our tap water
is regulated by the State and
Federal government to ensure
that your drinking water meets
all the standards for drinking
water safety. In Watsonville you
get clean, potable water on
demand for just a penny per
gallon.

COVID-19 COMMUNITY TESTING

RESOURCES

HEALTH SERVICES
Salud Para La Gente
(831) 728-0222

MENTAL HEALTH
P.V.P.S.A.
(831) 728-6445
Community Bridges
(831) 246-6360

FOOD

Second Harvest Food Bank
(831) 662-0991

Pajaro Valley Loaves and Fishes
(831) 319-4570

Center for Farmworker Families
(831) 216-8772

UNEMPLOYMENT
Community Bridges
(831) 724-2997
Santa Cruz Calworks
(831) 454-4101

HOUSING

Community Action Board
(831) 724-2997
Catholic Charities
(831) 722-2675

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Monarch Services
1-888-900-4232

UTILITY BILLS

Central Coast Energy Services
(831) 728-3637

Community Action Board Inc.
(831) 763-2147
United Way - 211

Watsonville
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State resources and guidance are available at
covid19.ca.gov/roadmap

or

covid19.ca.gov/industry-guidance/

Before reopening,
all facilities must:

Establish physical 
distancing guidelines.

COVID-19 has brought dramatic changes to our community
in a very short time. To help our local businesses, we
have developed the “Watsonville is Open for Business”
initiative. This initoatove will be led by local business
owners who will work with city staff to identify the
resources and strategies needed to develop a phased
approach to reopening all businesses in Watsonville. Our
goal is to balance the need to ensure the protection of
employees and the public, while preserving the economic
livelihood of our community.

Put disinfection
protocols in place.

Set up individual control 
measures and screenings.

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Working directly
businesses
a b c d ewith
f g hlocal
ijklm
n o p q r s is
t ucritical
v w x yasz we plan a
safe, consistent, and successful path forward. We have also
0 1 2 3 4 5 678 9
included information on our website to help local business
owners reopen safely and within the guidelines provided by
state and local government and the CDC.
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Please visit our website at:

Train employees on how to
limit the spread of COVID-19.

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
cityofwatsonville.org/1996/Business-Reopening-Guidelines

Together we will build a resilient
and stronger economy.

Tips to stay healthy this 4th of July

Social gatherings are still not allowed and are highly
discouraged. Visiting family and friends still presents a risk
of spreading the coronavirus.
But, if your friends or family visit you, remember to:

• Keep at least 6 feet distance from others
• Visit outdoors instead of indoors
• Wear a face covering or cloth mask
• Wash your hands often
• Clean and disinfect commonly- touched surfaces

For more safety tips, visit www.cdc.gov
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Perform a detailed risk
assessment and create a
site-specific protection plan.

Please visit the
Santa Cruz County Health
Agency website to stay
up to date on COVID-19
health orders.

santacruzhealth.org
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